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580 Book Notices. 

knowledge, and these bibliographies are very important features of 
the volume. The map is commonplace, and shows topography 
only in a crude manner. 

The writer says that the study of the English language may 
begin in the higher elementary school of Japan, and is required in 
every middle school which corresponds to our high school. We 
may look upon the attention given to the English language in 
Japanese schools as one of the means by which our relations of 
friendship and business with that empire will be facilitated. 

Le Japon d'aujourd'hui. Par G. Weulersse. 364 pp. Armand 
Colin, Paris, 1904. 

The book will prove welcome as an aid to the study of modern 
Japan. Its chief topics are the geography of the country, the 
leading cities (Tokio, Kioto, and Osaka), agriculture, the manu- 
facturing industries, education, and the position of Japanese 
women. 

The farmers of Japan appear to be progressive. M. Weulersse 
says that, in addition to the variety of native fertilizers, phosphates 
and other chemical agencies for enriching the soil are coming into 
use. Twenty-seven per cent, of the area under rice now yields 
two crops a year. From 1892 to 1896 the extent of the tea plan- 
tations diminished, but the improved methods of tillage increased 
the production 17 per cent. 

The Engineer in South Africa. By Stafford Ransome, C.E. 320 pp. 
Maps and Illustrations. E. P. Dutton &* Co. , New York, ipoj. 
(Price, $2.50 net.) 

Though this book was written by an engineer, it is not techni- 
cal, but is adapted to edify and interest all intelligent persons 
who, for any reason, would like to possess accurate and solid infor- 
mation about South Africa. The chapters on industrial geography, 
international colonial relations, the harbours of South Africa, 
interior communications, diamond and gold mining, irrigation and 
labour problems, are especially valuable in their geographic and 
economic relations. So full a description of the harbours, with their 
lamentable limitations and the methods of development and 
improvement required, does not appear in any of the larger books 
on South Africa. A full description of Saldanha Bay is given, 
with a map and pictures. This almost ideal natural harbour on the 



